ike any young man with an older sihling,barbering position at ‘Barber on Central’, now

| grew up admiring my older brother, known as ‘Alpha barbers’. Working in the heart of
Carmelo, who became a hairdresseér. Mhe city | started to understand that my passion
dad set up a small hairdressing studiowas in mens grooming and managing a business
M the garage and he would cut all his that suited what most males are about — no

GROWING UP IN ITALY IN
THE MID 1960’'S, MY FATHE

WOULD ALWAYS REMIND friends hair. | would sit and watch. At the tirhea'\ppomtments and reasonable pricing. The number

ME THAT NO MATTER HOW"eS just a thrill to be around the older boys: Wih@eople who would come in and request a face
knew this was one day going to be my passloshave amazed me, which was not something we
TOUGH THINGS WERE, YOWhie my brother was cutting hair | was playlrtg ered at the time. Although | worked as a barber
SHOULD ALWAYS TRY TQO soccer and reached the national league Iev§l I did not consider myself one until | mastered this
TREAT YOURSELETO A S I_L@F%y?tir]g It?e gl:stralie:n under 17’s. tSo a gechnique. This iSfV\t/Llere the othfr stlron(_lq\/linfo:ce
igh school, | tried to continue my sporting Caheeny career, my father, came into play. My father
POLISH AND A FACE SHAVETd was given great opportunities. | soon rgallﬁmsiv some older Italian barbers, so | decided to
THOSE WORDS ALWAYS Shbkelr, that this was not going to be my longaake myself known to them and asked them to

WITH ME, WHICH BECAME term career path. My brother, Carmelo, encdoushgadme this dying art. They were so overwhelmed

ONE OF THE INELUENCES me to complete a hairdressing course. So I dithat | wanted to learn this skill, as barbering

Once quali ed, | was fortunate enough to woveis becoming a lost trade and maybe not really
IN HOW MY CAREER AS A jth some amazing people and at some of Iheespected by the hairdressing industry. They were
BARBER STARTED. THAT Whagprestige salons, but | didn't really enjdy allvays ready to teach and never turned me away
REALLY THE START OF ALIgSf‘Q%tS of the hair salon. Washing out colour;if they were busy. These skilled barbers would
blow waving, waiting on appointments - it waamdplaln techniques to me as they treated their

me. During this time my brother had moveq taclients. This is something | have carried with me to
London. He was managing multiple salons; buiis day, not only the skill set, but the friendly and

BARBERS.

as a barber in Melbourne. A er having enodgltobr, customers or sta .
salons and hairdressing, | too decided to take om 2009 when my father decided to return
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by 2007 he le hairdressing and started woikimiting approach to anyone who walks through the

SUCCESS STORIES

AT ALPHA BARBERS, OUR PHILOSOPHY IS TO BE PROFESSIONAL, PERFORM CONSISTENTLY, AND TO PROVIDE
AN ENJOYABLE RELAXING EXPERIENCE THAT THEY WILL REMEMBER. THE GROWTH WE HAVE ACHEEVED IS BE

to Sicily to see his family | returned with him. hair, cream and a blade, but knowledge of the skibAlpha barbers, our philosophy is to be
My ambition was to learn how to face sha\ze assorted products, ingredients to best suit : ceraifessional, perform consistently, and to
the traditional way. There was no better Way tpeople and comprehension of razors and bruW.de our customers with an enjoyable relax
learn than to spend time working in Sicily i |n afor the best process and nish. As we all kﬂOV\expenence that they will remember. The grow
town called Floridia, where there are more: bagsaryone is unique and one size doesn't t allyyave achieved is beyond our belief. We have
shops than 7/11 stores in Melbourne’s CBD This 2010, my brother Carmelo and | bought team and we are like family. Our knowledge is
experience inspired me to become a master aBarber on Central’. In 2011, we opened our SEERHY to none, and our sta is always striving
barbering. | wanted to be the best and know tiseore in Melbourne’s Hardware Lane with a gor%?se the bar. Although we have had opportun
best, so | ventured overseas again to do aimafsiend, Adam Scott. We changed our name to
barber course, where | completed my trammg‘AIpha Barbers’. | cannot continue without} not|

ylng true to what barbering traditionally is.
under a celebrity barber, UK’s rst groomirig gtirat Adam is very unique in our barber tratle.
Daniel Rouah. | felt as though | needed toido tisw up in country Victoria, a town called Kergnla,a” about individual service. Our barber sh
to be the best barber | could be from an educatioere he completed a barbering apprenncesh;ﬁ?)e our homes and we are working in them al
and learning perspective. Men have become forthis day his at top is the best | have ever Jigp. There are three words we feel represent
knowledgeable and more conscious about looktem o en reminds us that when he moved tgind represent our business; warm, friendly ar
a er themselves and | wanted to be able td préwédisourne 10 years ago he struggled to get wd. We would like our customers, the old a
my clients with the best treatment and advice asenbarber, and now we can't get enoughi of ténfiew, to associate those words with us too
when they have le the store. Daniel Rouah taQghhelo, Adam and | all share the same passighbring back what was once old and recreat
me how to combine a face shave with a treatraedtvalues which is so important in busmess custom across many generations.
Understanding that it is not just about some fgugatnership. Story by Frank Bazzano.

0 open up franchises, we are unwavering in
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